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Disaster aid not urgent — yet 


Fire-scorched California could face problems if Congress fails to pass relief bill soon 


By Carolyn Lochhead 


WASHINGTON — The Sen- 
ate’s failure to approve an $81 
billion disaster-relief bill before 
leaving town for the holidays 
will have no immediate effect 
on victims of the Wine Country 
fires, but federal aid money will 
need to be replenished soon, 


officials said Friday. 
“Everything is continuing to 
go on, there is money in the 
fund, and that money will be 
spent down while this is 
worked out,” said Rep. Mike 
Thompson, a Democrat whose 
Napa County district was the 
locus of October’s Wine Coun- 
try fires. “I think about mid- 


January we come into a prob- 
lem.” 

And California will soon be 
asking for more aid for the fires 
that ravaged Southern Califor- 
nia this month. Gov. Jerry 
Brown made a second request 
for a presidential disaster dec- 
laration for the Southern Cali- 
fornia fires Thursday, the first 


step toward getting federal aid. 
The state’s aid request for the 
Wine Country fires was $4.4 
billion, and Thompson said the 
relief bill in Congress would 
have covered it. The bill, ap- 
proved by the House on Thurs- 
day before stalling in the Sen- 
ate, will be taken up again after 
Congress returns in January. 


The state will need more 
money soon, said Brian Fergu- 
son, Brown’s deputy press 
secretary. With the Thomas 
Fire in Southern California, the 
largest in the state’s recorded 
history, still burning and only 
65 percent contained, Ferguson 
said it’s too early to assess the 
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Pier 39 
plot is 
foiled 
by sting, 
FBI says 


By Evan Sernoffsky 
and Lizzie Johnson 


A 26-year-old tow truck 
driver from Modesto was ac- 
cused Friday of planning an 
Islamic State-inspired terror 
attack over the holidays on San 
Francisco’s Pier 39, only to find 
out that his would-be partners 
were undercover FBI agents. 

Everitt Aaron Jameson, a 
onetime high school wrestler 
who converted to Islam after 
being discharged from the 
Marines and losing custody of 
his two children, was charged 
at U.S. District Court in Sacra- 
mento with attempting to pro- 
vide material support to a for- 
eign terrorist organization. 

The FBI arrested Jameson on 
Wednesday while raiding his 
home, where agents reported 
finding an envelope containing 
a handwritten letter, dated Dec. 
16, confessing he had commit- 
ted the acts against non-Mus- 
lims, using a derogatory term to 
describe them. The agents said 
a second envelope held Jame- 
son’s “last will and testament.” 

“You have brought this upon 
yourselves,” the letter stated, 
according to an FBI affidavit. 
“We have penetrated and in- 
filtrated your disgusting coun- 
try.” 

Tworifles, a pistol, ammuni- 
tion and fireworks were also 
seized in the home. During 
interviews with the FBI after 
his arrest, Jameson “stated his 
support of ISIS and terrorism, 
and discussed aspects of the 
plan to carry out an attack, 
noting that he would be happy 
if an attack was carried out,” 
FBI Agent Christopher McKin- 
ney wrote in the affidavit. 

“Jameson has espoused rad- 
ical jihadi beliefs, including 
authoring social media posts 
that are supportive of terror- 
ism, communicating with peo- 
ple he believes share his jihadi 
views and offering to provide 
services to such people, in- 
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Bay Area ferry service 


on verge of expansion 


Larger terminal will triple number of vessels in, out of downtown S.F. 


By J.K. Dineen 


the number of ferries that can 
stream in and out of down- 


In a region where the daily 
commute can be a soul-ravag- 
ing exercise in traffic gridlock 
or overstuffed railcars, the 154 
sparkling white piles poking 
out of the water just south of 
the San Francisco Ferry 
Building offer a glimmer of 
hope. 

Those piles, pounded 150 
feet into the dense bay sand, 
represent the foundation of a 
major expansion of Bay Area 
ferry service, a mode of trans- 
portation that most people 
find delightful, but few are in 
a position to use regularly. 

The $74 million expansion 
of the ferry terminal, with the 
first phase set to be complet- 


Top: New steel pilings, sunk 150 feet into the dense bay mud, 
poke out of the water south of the Ferry Building, laying the 
foundation for the ferry terminal expansion. Above: Heath 


town San Francisco, accord- 
ing to the Water Emergency 
Transportation Authority, 
which operates ferries be- 
tween San Francisco, the East 
Bay and the Peninsula. 

It will also create the infra- 
structure needed for new 
routes to Richmond, Treasure 
Island, Berkeley, Redwood 
City and San Francisco’s Mis- 
sion Bay. The terminal in 
Richmond is under construc- 
tion while the others are in 
the planning stages. The au- 
thority currently has stops in 
San Francisco, Vallejo, Oak- 
land, Alameda and South San 
Francisco. Another organiza- 
tion, Golden Gate Ferry, pro- 


cluding in the form of his pre- ed late next year, will triple Lassiter stands at a door on the floating construction crane. Ferry continues on A9 
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By Peter Hartlaub city for a quarter century before PY T 
and Alissa Greenberg retiring in the 1980s as deputy 
city manager. But he remem- Weather 
For years, the logo for the city | bers the impression the image Partly to 
of Oakland was just a tree — a made. mostly cloudy. 
dated and amorphous-looking “Wally Carroll, who was our Highs: 54-65. 


George Dini, 94, who worked for the city for a quarter century, helped 
create the tree logo and has planted oaks in his San Leandro backyard. 


Liz Hafalia / The Chronicle 


design that city workers deri- 
sively called the broccoli. 

It was one more knock on 
Oakland in the early 1970s, 
when it was perceived as a town 
with rising violent crime rates 
and racial tensions, a place the 
middle class left on the way to 
the suburbs. 

Then a pair of cuff links ar- 
rived in Oakland, brought in by 
Jim Price, the mayor’s chief of 
staffat the time. On their faces 
was amore memorable and 
stylized serpentine oak tree. 

“T don’t know how here- 
ceived” the jewelry, says George 
Dini, 94, who worked for the 


new public information officer 
at the time, looked at it and 
thought we should adopt it as 
the new city logo.” 

It was a rebranding that gave 
the logo a more modern feel, 
Dini says, and it was arguably 
the catalyst for an intense wave 
of regional pride that continues 
to this day. 

“I love that our city’s symbol 
isa living thing,” says Oak- 
land’s mayor, Libby Schaaf, 
wearing cookie-size oak tree 
earrings that swing as she talks. 
“... There’s something about the 
oak tree that has made sense for 
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